ALLENSTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENTPRIVATE 

OPER - 10

Subject: BACKING PROCEDURES

Initiated By: R. Martin


Approved By: 

Effective Date: 2/01/06


Supersedes: 

PURPOSE


Whenever it is necessary for a driver to back a piece of equipment, he/she shall have a spotter to assist them.  This procedure applies at all times.  This also includes backing into a station.

     When a spotter is used, he/she must stand where their signals can be clearly seen by the driver.  There must be a clear understanding of what signals will be used. Be certain that your spotter knows what you want them to do.  They should be to the rear of the vehicle where you can see them from the driver's seat and where they can get a good view of the area into which you are going to be moving.

     Backing should be done slowly and the driver must be ready to stop at the slightest warning of trouble. The driver has final responsibility for safe backing because he/she is the one in control of the vehicle. Regardless of being guided, the driver is not relieved of their responsibility to back safely. The guide does not have control of the apparatus and can neither stop nor start it.

BACKING CANNOT ALWAYS BE AVOIDED, BUT BACKING ACCIDENTS CAN!

     The spotter shall stand to the left or right rear of the vehicle, whichever gives the best view of the area into which the vehicle is to be backed. The following hand signals shall be used by the spotter:

          For apparatus to move backwards - both hands toward

          spotter with "come on" motion.

          For apparatus to stop - both hands in a closed fist.

     Situations will arise from time to time on an emergency response that a spotter will not always be available. Good operating practices in all training curriculum maintains that the need to back apparatus is kept to minimums by following good operating procedures. If no back up person is available, the driver shall make a walk around the vehicle to make sure it is safe to back the vehicle up and to assure that all doors are closed and that all equipment is securely fastened to the vehicle.
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