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Subject: RESPONDING WITH PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES
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Supersedes: 
PURPOSE

The following General Order shall apply to all members of the Allenstown Fire Department when responding to the scene of an emergency or their assigned station with their privately owned vehicle. 

SCENE RESPONSE BY PERSONNEL

A. All personnel are directed to respond directly to the station to either respond on a  piece of apparatus or to cover the station.

B. Exceptions:

Personnel may respond directly to the scene, under the following circumstances:

1. When requested by the Incident Commander.

2. When a Firefighter or EMT will drive directly past the scene of an accident, or medical emergency of a serious nature (i.e. cardiac arrest, unresponsive person) enroute to the station and has the proper medical training and medical equipment, that will allow for the Firefighter or EMT to provide assistance safely. 

Notes: 

1. The intent of this exception is to allow those members that are trained and equipped to provide assistance to the patient.  Employees that are not trained or equipped to handle these types of calls /situations shall respond as directed by the tone. 

2. The intent of driving directly by is just that.  Employee's shall not take alternate response routes to the station in order to respond directly to the scene.

3. When employee's do respond directly to the scene as authorized by this policy, they shall submit a written report to the Officer on Duty detailing what they observed upon their arrival and the actions that they took regarding patient care and/or scene stabilization.

C. The EMS Supervisor may respond to the scene and act as the EMS Liaison to the Incident Commander under the following circumstances:

1. Prolonged on scene times.

2. Multiple victims where triaging may need to be established.

3. Upon the request of the Incident Commander.

 The EMS Supervisor shall:

1. Prior to responding to the scene, the EMS Supervisor will respond to the Central Station to retrieve equipment and transportation.  The EMS Supervisor will report to the Scene Incident Commander for assignment. 

2. Adhere to GO OPER 11 (Emergency Response to Scene)

    

    OPER 18 (Rescue/MVA)

                OPER 26 (Protective Clothing)

All responding personnel shall observe posted speed limits at all times when responding to calls for assistance.  The driver of the vehicle will proceed cautiously through all intersections and drive with due care and safety.

All personnel shall obey all directions given to them from members of the Allenstown Police Department. Police Officers that are working at the scene of an incident work directly for the Incident Commander and are carrying out his/her orders.

All personnel shall follow any and all directions provided to them as to where vehicles should be parked at the scene of an incident.

Vehicles shall be parked as remote as practically possible from the incident to allow easy access of responding apparatus. If possible, vehicles should not be parked on the same side of the street as the fire hydrants. All vehicles shall park on the same side of the street when possible to allow traffic to flow.

Vehicles will not be left running unattended at the scene of an emergency or be parked in a position to block any streets, hydrants or driveways.

The use of red lights and sirens will be limited to responses to the emergency scene or to the station to pick up apparatus and shall not be utilized when responding to the fire station for station coverage.

Fire Department form FADMN-11 (Permission to use and display emergency equipment) must be completed and on file with the Department's Administration.

If responding from out of the City, the use of red lights and siren shall not be authorized until the vehicle has entered the Town of Allenstown or the Town of Pembroke.

All personnel reporting to the scene of an emergency shall report directly to the Incident Commander or Manpower Staging Officer (If assigned). 
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