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PURPOSE

The position of the Allenstown Fire Department is not to subject its personnel to any unnecessary risk, but to be ready and available for fire suppression and/or rescue operations in the event of a fire or an explosion.

Therefore, when responding to any reported bomb threat, the following procedure will be followed.

1. The call will be dispatched to assist the Police Department.  At no time will "Bomb", "Bomb Threat" or "Bomb Scare" be used as part of the dispatch message.  It is our intent NOT to draw any unnecessary attention to the situation.  Fire Alarm will notify a Chief Officer or Officer via phone prior to the dispatch of the incident.  

2. Notify the Allenstown Police Department to respond to the Incident location.

3. The Police Department will coordinate all on‑scene investigation for possible "bombs" or other incendiary devices.

4.  Apparatus will respond on a still alarm.  The crews will sign off the air "on the scene, off the air" and will continue to respond to a staging position approximately 1000 feet from the scene and stand by for orders.

5. All personnel located within the 1000-foot radius of the scene will stay OFF all radios and cell phones until all apparatus are cleared to return by the O.I.C.  In order to avoid any accidental detonation if a device exists.

Dispatchers must understand that all apparatus are off the air until cleared by the O.I.C. and should make all communications to the scene of a "one way" nature.  If it is critical that Fire Alarm receive a reply from a unit at the scene then the responding unit shall go outside the 1000-foot radius before responding or using a telephone.

6. The purpose of our response is to assist the occupants and/or the police.  Therefore all firefighters are to stay with their apparatus and wait for future orders.

AT NO TIME ARE FIREFIGHTERS TO ENTER THE BUILDING TO SEARCH FOR AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE!!
7. The O.I.C. (this may be the engine lieutenant) will attempt to meet with someone in charge from the Police Department and/or occupant to formulate plans. The plans should include the following:

a) Determine if the management of the affected occupancy has been notified of the threat and determine if they can provide additional details, such as time, location, etc.

b) At this time the management will make the determination as to whether or not to evacuate the premises.

c) At no time shall Fire Department personnel search the building. This should be left to occupants who are familiar with the building and its contents.  

d) The Engine Company is to stand by in the event conditions change or until cleared by the OIC.  

e) If a device is detonated, the OIC will have a crew with a charged hose line advance to the area and investigate a possible fire, rescue or other situation requiring Fire Department services.

f) A full first alarm assignment (or greater) will be called for in the event of a detonation.

g) Care should be used and personnel should be aware of the possibility of a second device.

8. Re-entry to the building by the occupants will be the responsibility of the person in charge of the building.  The Fire Department will not make any determination as to whether the building shall be reoccupied or not.

9. The Police Department Incident Commander shall notify the Fire Department OIC that the facility is clear, and that they are either clear to release or continue to standby.

Note: Bomb threat incidents fall under the authority and jurisdiction of the Allenstown Police Department. The Fire Department’s role is to respond to and assist the Police Department with their operations.
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