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PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this General Order to provide safety procedures for eye and hearing protection both during station work activities and incident operations.  

SCOPE

The Allenstown Fire Department recognizes the high potential of eye injury and hearing loss to fire service personnel.  This policy establishes eye and hearing safety for any individual required to work in conditions, areas or on equipment that may produce loud noises and/or projectiles that could cause injuries. 

RESPONSIBILITIES

It shall be the responsibility of all department personnel to adhere to the provisions of this policy.  Deviation from the policy stated herein shall be reported through normal department channels for resolution.

DEFINITIONS

Eye protection - Any ANSI standard Z87 approved eyeglasses or goggles.

Hearing Protection - Any ANSI standard S3.19-1974 approved hearing protection device.

POLICY

The department shall make available ANSI approved eye and hearing protection to all personnel. (For non-fire related assignments).

All personnel shall wear appropriate department approved protection during operation of any tools or equipment that has the potential to cause eye and/or hearing injury.  During equipment checks, eye and hearing protection shall be worn.  

Hearing protection shall be worn by all personnel when exposed to noise in excess of 90 db (A scale), other than in situation(s) where the use of such protective equipment would create an additional hazard to the user.

Helmet eye shields shall be utilized when appropriate.  As an alternative to helmet eye shields, department issued glasses or authorized goggles shall be used when appropriate. 

SAFETY NOTE: SAFETY GLASSES/GOGGLES ARE NOT INTENDED FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTING.

Any personnel wishing to purchase additional personal ANSI approved eye and/or hearing protection, may do so at their own expense.  All purchases must be approved by the Department prior to being made.

If any defect is detected in any safety equipment, it shall be reported to a duty officer and corrective measures shall be initiated.

This policy is not designed for Infection Control Measures.  Refer to the Infection control policy for proper protection in matters relating to Infection Control protection.
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