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PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to define safety procedures for protective clothing protection to be utilized for structural fire incidents.  Rescue operations are Hazardous Materials Incidents.

SCOPE
The Allenstown Fire Department recognizes the high potential for burns and other injuries to fire service personnel. This policy establishes protective clothing safety for all individuals required to work in activities involved in controlling and extinguishing fires, performing rescue operations and mitigating hazardous material incidents.

RESPONSIBILITIES
It shall be the responsibility of all department personnel to adhere to the provisions of this policy. Deviation from the policy stated herein shall be reported through normal department channels for resolution.

DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of this policy, Protective Clothing shall be defined as: Turn-out coat, Turn-out Pants, Hoods, suspenders, (NFPA 1971, Standard for Protective Clothing for Structural Fire Fighting), and gloves (NFPA 1973, Standard on Gloves for Structural Fire Fighting), Helmets (NFPA 1972 Standard on Helmets for Structural Fire Fighting )and boots (NFPA 1974 Standard for Protective Footwear for Structural Fire Fighting).

Fire Suppression shall include all activities performed at the scene of a fire incident or training exercise that expose fire department members to the dangers of heat, flame, smoke and other products of combustion, explosion, structural collapse or chemicals.

TRAINING
All personnel shall successfully complete and maintain proficiency in the use, inspection and cleaning of Protective Clothing according to Allenstown Fire Department Guidelines.

POLICY
Protective Clothing for Structural Fire Fighting shall be issued to all suppression personnel as required. The standard issue shall included a Turn-Out Coat, Turn-Out Pants, Hood, Helmet, Gloves and Boots.

All personnel shall wear their department issued protective clothing on all emergency responses.  Personnel shall keep in mind at all times that Department issued protective clothing has been purchased and issued for their safety.  Furthermore, it is the responsibility and duty of all personnel to make safety their primary responsibility at all times.

All personnel shall wear appropriate department approved Protective Clothing during any activities involved in controlling and extinguishing fires and when operating at a hazardous materials incident. The SAFETY AND WELL BEING OF ALL PERSONNEL IS A PRIORITY!

TURN-OUT COAT- All enclosures shall be secured (zippers,velcro and clasps), neck collar will be up and secured and wristlets around hands and fingers. The thermal barrier shall at all times remain in place with all snaps secured when coat is being worn at any incident.

TURNOUT PANTS- All enclosures shall be secured (snaps and clasps), suspenders are to be over the shoulders and pant legs over boots. The thermal barrier shall at all times remain in place with all snaps secured when pants are being worn at any incident.

HOOD- Shall be worn over mask straps and tucked inside the members coat making sure that the ears, neck and exposed face areas are covered.

HELMET- Shall be worn with chin straps in place under the chin and secured. Earflaps shall be worn down over hood. 

GLOVES- Shall be worn with wrist cuffs over coat wristlets.

BOOTS- Shoe type boots or rubber fire boots shall be worn with pant leg covering the top of the boot.

Department members that drive apparatus to emergency incidents and can not operate the vehicle safely with their turnout gear on shall comply with the following:


Once the vehicle has arrived at the incident scene, the driver shall be required to don all of their protective clothing once they have secured the vehicle and performed all the necessary tasks such as ladder set up, charge handlines, etc.  

    At no time shall drivers take part in any incident operation that may place them in a position of increased danger without their protective clothing being donned.  Examples: ventilation, fire attack, car accidents, haz mat incidents, etc.

    Apparatus drivers must understand that the site of an emergency incident poses many hazards.  Apparatus drivers from time to time are required to perform operations that take them away from their apparatus and these tasks require the use of their protective clothing.

Remember safety is everyone's responsibility.  Safety violations will not be tolerated at any time.
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