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PURPOSE


This General Order outlines the implementation of and the use of an Emergency Evacuation Signal for the safety of all department members.

     It is extremely important that all members understand that the use of this Emergency Evacuation Signal means to withdraw from the building or area "immediately", that a true emergency condition exist in the building or area.

     The Emergency Evacuation Signal that will be utilized by the Allenstown Fire Department will be a SHORT BLAST OF THE APPARATUS AIR HORNS.
     When a condition exists that requires the Emergency Evacuation of personnel, the Incident Commander will transmit the  order to evacuate to Fire Alarm on Channel 1. Fire Alarm will transmit the evacuation tone over the fire ground channel and through the dispatch channel 1.  Fire Alarm will echo on the radio to “evacuate, evacuate, evacuate”.

     Once this transmission is made, all apparatus drivers on all sides of the incident will activate the air horn on their vehicle and continue its operation until told to discontinue its use by the Incident Commander.

     When the working crews hear the radio transmission to evacuate the building, indicating an Emergency Evacuation and/or hear the air horns of the apparatus, they are to IMMEDIATELY respond to the assigned Rehabilitation/Manpower Staging area established at the scene. Once the crews arrive at this location, a complete count of all personnel will be accomplished to assure that all members have safely exited the emergency area.

     All division, sector and group leaders are to gather and account for all personnel that are working under their direct supervision, and report their status to the staging officer immediately upon returning to the staging area.


 A personnel accountability status report shall be provided to the Incident Commander by the Staging Officer as soon as possible advising him/her of the status of personnel at the scene.

     It cannot be over emphasized to all members that this Emergency Evacuation Signal is an indication to all members at the scene that a serious condition exist and that they need to respond to the Rehabilitation/Manpower Staging area immediately for their safety.
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