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PURPOSE


This General Order has been written to emphasize the priority of the safe arrival of all fire department personnel and equipment at the scene of an emergency.

     The references that were used in putting this General Order together are:

     NFPA 1500, section 4-2, Driver/Operators of Fire Department Vehicles.

     RSA 265:8, Emergency Vehicles

     RSA 265:37, Drivers to Exercise Due Care

     RSA 265:61, Speed Exception

     The contents of this General Order are only a portion of the above listed standards and laws. It cannot be stressed enough the importance of all Drivers and Officers that respond in fire department vehicles to become familiar with the entire content of the above listed standards and laws.


NFPA 1500
     Section 4-2.1 First and foremost, fire department vehicles should only be operated by members that have successfully completed an approved driver training program, or by a student driver who is under the supervision of a qualified driver.

     Section 4-2.3 Drivers of fire department vehicles shall be directly responsible for the safe and prudent operation of the vehicles under all conditions. When the driver is under the direct supervision of an Officer, that Officer shall also assume responsibility for the action of the driver.

Section A-4-2.3 The driver of any vehicle has legal responsibility for its' safe and prudent operation at all times. While the driver is responsible for the operation of the vehicle, the Officer is responsible for the actions of the driver.

     Section 4-2.4 Drivers shall not move fire department vehicles until all persons on the vehicle are seated and secured with seat belts or in approved riding positions, other than as specifically allowed in 4-3.1.

     Section 4-2.5 During non-emergency travel, drivers of fire department vehicles shall obey all traffic control signals and signs, and all laws and rules of the road of the jurisdiction for the operation of motor vehicles.

     Section 4-2.7 During emergency responses, drivers of fire department vehicles shall bring the vehicle to a complete stop for any of the following:

a. When directed by a Law Enforcement Officer

b. Red traffic lights

c. Stop signs

d. Negative right of way intersection

e. Blind intersections

f. When the driver cannot account for all lanes of traffic in an intersection

g. When other intersection hazards are present

h. When encountering a stopped school bus with flashing warning lights

     Section A-4-2.7 Accidents at intersections contribute to both civilian and Fire Fighter deaths and injuries while fire department vehicles are responding to or returning from an emergency incident. Coming to a complete stop when there are any intersection hazards and proceeding only when the driver can do safely will reduce accidents and the risk of injury or death. It is recommended that intersection control devices be installed that allow emergency vehicles to control traffic lights at intersections.

     Section 4-2.7.1 Drivers shall proceed through intersections only when the driver can account for all lanes of traffic in the intersection.

NOTE: At no time shall the driver of any fire department vehicle bring the vehicle to a complete stop or park on any
railroad crossing.

RSA 265:8 EMERGENCY VEHICLES
    II. The Driver of an emergency vehicle may:

a. Park or stand notwithstanding the provisions of Title XXI.

b. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation.

c. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property.

d. Disregard rules governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.

   III. The exceptions herein granted to an emergency vehicle shall apply only when such vehicle is making use of audible or visual emergency signals, or, in the case of a privately owned vehicle being driven by a volunteer Fire Fighter or other volunteer emergency personnel, when such vehicle is making use of audible or visual emergency signals, or when an emergency vehicle is in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law.

    IV. The provisions of RSA 265:8 II and III does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.


RSA 265:37 DRIVERS TO EXERCISE DUE CARE
     Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this chapter or the provisions of any local ordinance, every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian or any person propelling a human powered vehicle and shall give an audible signal when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon observing any child or any obviously confused, incapacitated or intoxicated person.


RSA 265:61 SPEED EXCEPTION
     The speed limitations set forth in RSA 265:60 shall not apply to vehicles when driven with due regard for safety under the direction of the peace officers in chase or apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of any such violation, nor to fire department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to a fire alarm, not to public or private ambulances or other emergency vehicles when traveling in emergencies. This exemption shall not, however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.

     As stated earlier, the contents of this General Order is only a small portion of the listed standards and laws. Each Driver and Officer must take the time to become familiar with the contents of all applicable laws and standards that apply to them when operating emergency response vehicles.

In addition to the above listed references, all Drivers and Officers should be familiar with the contents of the following Allenstown Fire Department General Orders:

a. Backing Procedures

b. Responding with Privately Owned Vehicles

c. Use of Vehicle Headlights and Emergency Warning Lights

d. Reporting Damage to Town Property
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