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PURPOSE

     The following general order shall be utilized when responding to buildings with an installed commercial sprinkler or standpipe systems.

     The two (2) principal causes of unsatisfactory sprinkler performance are: a closed valve in the water supply line and inadequate water delivery to the sprinkler system. Both of these situations can be reduced by effective fire department operations at the time of the incident.

     On responses to buildings with a commercial sprinkler or standpipe systems with a fire department connection, one of the first arriving pumpers shall be positioned at the fire department connection for the system.

     In the event of a system activation or a reported working fire, the system support pumper will lay one (1) 5” line from the fire department connection to the closest fire hydrant and standby until the fire is confirmed.

     Once there is a confirmed fire in the building, the system support pumper will supply the system with a pump pressure of 

150 lbs. and maintain this pressure until told by the Incident Commander to shut down.

     The system support pumper will keep the line hooked into the system until the overhaul operations are completed. The driver may shut the line down, at the direction of the Incident Commander, but they must stay hooked into the system in the event that they are required.

     As soon as possible, two (2) members will be sent to the sprinkler riser with a portable radio to assure that the system valves are fully opened and that the system is functioning properly. If possible, these members will be left at this location to ensure that these valves are not closed prematurely. These members shall only shut the system down at this location only on orders from the Incident Commander.

     If any system valves are found to be in the closed position, the Incident Commander will be notified of this as soon as possible.

NOTE: If the system is supplied or augmented by a fire pump, a team of two (2) should also be sent to verify that the pump is in operation.

     Where hose streams must be used, water must be taken from sources that do not reduce the sprinkler’s protection. Pumpers should be supplied by either:

A. Connecting to large mains which flow tests have indicated may be adequate to supply both sprinklers and required hose streams.

B. Connecting to water mains not needed for sprinkler supply.

C. Drafting from static sources

     As soon as possible, salvage covers shall be placed over those items/areas likely to be effected by the operating sprinklers, hose lines, or both. Special attention should be given to those areas or levels below the area of sprinkler operation.

     The ability to maintain communications between the Incident Commander/Command Post and the officers & crews working on the upper floors is essential. In many cases, portable radios can be used effectively. However, their limitations must be identified prior to an emergency operation.
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