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PURPOSE 

The Fire Chief and Fire Prevention Officer shall be notified on all reportable fires, building collapse or incident involving the release of carbon monoxide other that from a motor vehicle, which causes a death.

NH State RSA 153:11 describes a reportable fire as one that causes over $5,000 in damage and/or results in a fatality within one year of the incident. These reportable fires shall be investigated to its origin and cause of the fire. The State of NH Fire Marshal's Office also requests that they be notified in the event of a suspicious fire. This notification may not evoke a response from the Fire Prevention Office, but their expertise and resources may be needed during the investigation, thus they should be notified as soon as possible.

These investigations not only assist in reconstructing a possible criminal act that would necessitate assistance from Allenstown  Police, the origin and cause determination will also assist in future public education planning and implementation. To that end, personnel called upon to determine such fire results must take their time and follow nationally accepted practices in compiling this information. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) maintains Standard 921, Fire and Explosion Investigations, current edition in which these field notes can be used as tools to prepare the necessary documentation for all fires.

Notifications of fires that require more than the basic forms provided, shall notify the Fire Chief as soon a possible. If that person is unavailable, Deputy Chief shall be notified of the incident. That person may opt to call in more resources.

If no one Chief Officer is available, the Incident Commander may request a State Fire Marshal Office Investigator. Along with the Incident Commander, the State Investigator can at least conduct preliminary origin and cause.
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