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PURPOSE

 The contents of this General Order is to promulgate the department's        policy regarding the use of protective clothing and SCBA.

 This policy is applicable to all Allenstown Fire Department members.

 There is abundant evidence to support the conclusion that protective clothing reduces firefighter injuries.  This department purchases protective clothing for all firefighters and is continuing to update the same on a regular basis.

The purchasing of protective clothing and equipment is not enough. It must be worn properly to be effective. It must also be maintained. Tears in the outer shell and broken hardware reduce the effectiveness and provide a false sense of security. Such equipment shall be repaired when needed.

As defined here, protective clothing includes turnout coat, protective hood, helmet, chin strap, gloves, turnout pants and proper foot protection. 

 All Allenstown Firefighters shall wear full protective clothing issued to them by the Fire Department, or authorized items by the department at the scene of an emergency.

GENERAL

All members (excluding the driver) riding on the apparatus while it is responding to an emergency, shall be dressed in fullprotective clothing. Immediately after arriving on scene, the driver shall don his/her full protective clothing. Full protective clothing shall consist of helmet, bunker coat, bunker pants, chin strap, hood and approved boots. Personnel riding in the cab or the enclosed jump seat area will not be required to wear their helmet while responding. This section does not include Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, utility vehicles.  It is highly recommended by the administration that all personnel (including drivers) wear full protective clothing while responding to emergencies.

Depending on the nature of the call, the officer in charge may reduce the full protective clothing requirements set forth above. Example: While responding to a medical aid call, bunker pants would not be required to be worn.

While responding to any calls where the nature of the call is not known, the full protective clothing requirement shall be enforced.

On all emergency responses, all personnel shall wear their full protective clothing on the fireground, to include apparatus drivers.

The Incident Commander may relax the requirements for protective clothing once the nature of the situation has been clearly established and deemed safe.

All members while driving or riding in any Fire Department vehicle, shall be seat belted at all times.  The Incident Commander may also increase the level of protective equipment if needed.    

It is the responsibility of everyone to aid in enforcing this operating procedure for the safety of all Department personnel.

Remember: Safety is a mindset. The more you practice it, the easier it is to remember it!
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