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PURPOSE

It is the purpose of the Allenstown Fire Department to require the use of Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) in areas of atmospheric contamination.

Personnel expected to operate in areas that; are; may be; or have the potential to be, hazardous due to atmospheric contamination shall be equipped, trained, and use SCBA.

It shall be the responsibility of all department personnel to adhere to the provisions of this policy.  Deviation from the policy stated herein shall be reported through the normal department channels for resolution.

TRAINING
All personnel shall successfully complete and maintain proficiency in the use and inspection of SCBA according to N.H. Fire Standard and Training (NHFST) requirements, NFPA and the Allenstown Fire Department policies.

MASK FIT 

Every SCBA user shall receive fitting instructions according to manufacture's recommendations, which includes demonstration and practice in how to determine if it fits properly.  SCBA's shall not be worn when conditions prevent a good face seal.  Such conditions may be more than one day's growth of a beard, side burns, a skull cap that projects under the face piece or temple pieces on glasses.  The absence of one or both dentures can seriously affect the fit of a face piece.

EYE GLASSES

A proper face piece seal cannot be established if the temple bars of eyeglasses extend beyond the sealing edge of the full face piece.  Mask eyeglass frames are available to personnel.   

CONTACT LENSES

The wearing of contact lenses shall be permitted provided the wearer submits to the department a letter from his/her eye doctor stating the contact lenses are suitable for use with a face piece and in potentially toxic and/or heated atmospheres of the type encountered in firefighting operations.

SCBA USE

The following list includes, but is not limited to the areas where contaminated atmospheric condition may exist:

1.  Confined Spaces

    a) Above ground level

    b) Below ground level

2.  Appliance Fires

3.  Structure Fires

4.  Automobile Fires

5.  Hazardous Material Incidents

SCBA REMOVAL
All personnel shall resist the tendency to prematurely remove breathing apparatus during routing fire situations.  Respiratory hazards exist in ordinary as well as the extraordinary fire situations.  Generally carbon monoxide levels increase during overhaul, due to the incomplete combustion of smoldering materials.

Do not remove your SCBA until the atmosphere has been determined to be safe to operate in.  "Either use the SCBA or change the atmosphere".

The determination as to removal of breathing apparatus will be made by company officers in routine situations.  In complex situations, particularly when toxic materials are involved, the safety officer and/or the Incident Commander shall be consulted on this decision. Prior to the decision to allow mask removal, the Incident Commander shall have the CO level monitored for the safety of all personnel.

ANNUAL EVALUATION

Personnel shall receive and complete an annual test of the Department's SCBA to ensure their level of proficiency is being maintained.  The test will include:

1.
Donning procedures to current NHFST requirements and manufactures suggested procedures.

2. 
Obstacle Course as prescribed by the Training Division.

3. 
Inspection and Cleaning according to manufactures suggested procedures.

All personnel unable to successfully complete the aforementioned evaluation are subject to corrective action and shall not engage in any activities within areas expected to be contaminated that require the use of SCBA's.

SERVICE STATUS

All individuals are responsible to return their equipment back to complete in-service status after each use, including but not limited to, decontamination; cleaning; and refilling cylinders. If a unit is found unable to be returned in-service, the unit will be removed from service.  The Duty Officer shall be notified to investigate and take appropriate action.  All units out of service shall have a completed Request for Service sent to the SCBA repair personnel.
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