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PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this policy to implement maintenance procedures for protective clothing.

All personnel issued protective clothing shall be required to maintain equipment in accordance with the provisions of this policy.

DEFINITIONS

Protective Equipment -
As per NFPA Standard Protective Coat, 





Pants, Footwear, Gloves, Hood, Helmet.

All equipment must be in accordance with NFPA Standards for protective equipment or have met the standard at the time of issue.

POLICY

Because of the significant potential's of protective equipment becoming contaminated by products of combustion, petroleum products or body fluids it is necessary for all personnel to maintain their gear in serviceable condition.  At all times, noncompliance with this policy could result in decreased levels of protection and/or serious illness or injury.

After exiting the structure, if possible flush the clothing system with water as soon as feasible.  This will remove as much as 90% of all contaminants before they have a chance to set in.

The Allenstown Fire Department provides a washing machine to be utilized for the purpose of cleaning protective clothing only.  In order to prevent the spread of contamination to other laundry items.

THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES SHOULD BE FOLLOWED AT ALL TIMES:

1)
Use the number normal selection button on the washer. Use the warm selection button on the washer, this cycle uses warm water and does 2 complete washes cycles.

2) Always ensure that protective clothing is washed separately from other garments.

3) Do not overload washer, a maximum of one coat shell and one 
pant shell should be cleaned at a time.

4) Ensure that all closure systems are fastened.

5) Use supplied detergents (if necessary use liquid non-chlorinated bleaches).  Under no conditions should equipment be exposed to chlorine bleach.  Avoid the use of fabric softeners and static guard sheets.

6) Rinse thoroughly at least twice after washing.

7) Dry by hanging in well-ventilated area out of direct sunlight.  Never store equipment where it will be exposed to direct sunlight.

8) Once the protective clothing is completely dried the member shall fully inspect all components and store the gear appropriately. Any damage found shall be brought to the attention of the Deputy Fire Chief and a written report placed on file.
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